Hypertrophic osteoarthropathy associated with a rejected liver transplant.
A patient with severe hepatic transplant rejection presented with evidence of hypertrophic osteoarthropathy. The classic triad of clubbing, periostitis, and arthritis was present along with typical radiographic and bone scan findings. A second liver transplant was not successful and the patient died secondary to massive bleeding. Although hypertrophic osteoarthropathy is known to occur rarely in association with chronic liver disease, it has not been reported accompanying liver transplant rejection. This syndrome is to be differentiated from other causes of arthritis and musculoskeletal pain in liver transplant patients and may contribute towards additional morbidity in these patients.